Excerpted from Pedro's Whale
by Paula Kluth & Patrick Schwarz

How to Use This Book
Pedro’s Whale is a story of a child who not only needs his whale but
who can be taught, comforted, and motivated when his special interest
is brought into curriculum, instruction, and the classroom, in general.
Teachers who want to discuss with their class the special interests and
needs of all students—or those who want to explain individual differences (e.g., autism) or curricular adaptations to the class—might use
Pedro’s Whale to do so. Activities that may be used with the story
include the following:
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•

Talk about it. What collections do students have? What hobbies?
What fascinations? Do any of the students in the group have the
same fascinations? Do any of the students in the group have particularly unique fascinations? Do some students need to access their “favorites” more than others? How should students support classmates
with a significant need to talk about, spend time with, or explore
certain interests?

•

Brainstorm as a group. Choose a student in the class who has a special interest. Let the class brainstorm 20, 30, or 50 ways to use that
fascination to calm, comfort, teach, or amuse their classmate.

•

Show and tell. Have students take turns bringing in items that have
special meaning in their lives. Or, have students interview one another about their interests, fascinations, and areas of expertise.
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•

Advertise. Have students create help wanted and classified advertisements related to their needs and their fascinations. Help wanted
ads communicate areas in which each student needs help (e.g., “I
need help with reading.”). Classified ads help students boast about
something they can offer others (e.g., “I can teach about battleships.”).
Such ads can be posted on a classroom bulletin board and updated
regularly. Students can then be encouraged to “answer” ads from
peers—thereby providing opportunities for every learner to give and
get help throughout the year.

•

Let them plan their own supports. Give older students a copy of
“Just Give Him the Whale!” (the companion text for this book) to
browse, and then ask them to identify ideas they find appealing. This
may prompt a helpful discussion or even help a team craft formal
adaptations or individualized education program (IEP) goals.

Parents can also use this book to discuss special interests with their
children and to explore ways to use, support, or even limit “favorites”
in appropriate and respectful ways. Activities that might be used in the
home include the following:
•

Learn to read and read to teach. Some children may want to learn to
read Pedro’s Whale (independently or with the use of augmentative
and alternative communication) and then share it with their therapists, friends, or family members as a way to communicate the need
for others to respect their fascinations.

•

Start a conversation. Use Pedro’s situation as a springboard for
discussing fears, challenges, and anxieties. Children who struggle to
manage the time they spend on their special interest or those who
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feel oppressed by others because of their “loves” may find it easier
to discuss Pedro’s situation rather than their own. Parents may gain
insight into their child’s needs, beliefs, and difficulties by simply
listening to how they understand and respond to Pedro’s dilemma.
•

Teach advocacy. Pedro’s Whale can be used to teach students
about their individual needs. It can even be used as a tool to teach
self-advocacy. For example, parents may help their children see
“obsessions” as fascinations.

•

Prepare for an IEP meeting. Read the book a few times to prepare
the child to share his or her own special interests with teachers at
an educational planning meeting.

•

Inspire authorship. Children can create their own picture books to
tell their stories about their fascinations and to develop ideas for
their own supports.

If you have other ideas about how this story can be used in the classroom or in the home, send them to us at paula.kluth@gmail.com or
pschwarz@nl.edu.
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